204                    PASSES OUT OF INSULA.

drew near the foot of the Alps." From the confluence of
the Ehone and Isere to Chevelu, at the foot of the Mt. du
Chat, is, by our route, just about one hundred miles, the eight
hundred stadia of Polybius. From St. Genix the Ehone
cannot be followed far upstream, owing to its precipitous
banks from La Balme to Yenne, and around the head of the
Mt. du Chat, where the present road has been blasted a con-
siderable part of the way. Hannibal probably struck from
St. Genix over the hills by Chevelu, with only the guides
from his Padane allies as a compass.

There are now several passes from " the Island " over the
foothills of the Alps. The most southerly one, by Moirans
to Voreppe and Grenoble, can scarcely have been the one
selected by Hannibal; for he would not have come so far up
the Khone, merely to go back on his steps. He would rather
have kept along the Isere to begin with, and we have shown
the difficulty of this route. The next northerly one is Les
Echelles, which was not opened until the seventeenth cen-
tury, and up to that time had at many places stairs cut in the
rocks to aid in the ascent. To Hannibal's elephants and cav-
alry, not to mention pack-mules, this route was an impossibil-
ity. Hannibal probably did not even know of it. Next come
two routes to Chambery, on either side of the lake of Aigue-
bellette, but they are only practicable for mules. The last
is the Mt. du Chat, the Chevelu Pass, so called from the vil-
lage at its western outlet; and this alone fulfills the table of
distances, which are best taken from the later established
Augustan Itinerary, or which may be roughly reckoned
from the course of the roads to-day. This alone is " where
the Alps touch upon the Ehone." Moreover, it is vastly
easier than the others, and Polybius says that Hannibal
reached the Alps at a place " through which alone the army
could mss." This leads us to suppose that the others werein chain of the Alps.vi-
Bernard in 1800, it was yet, like Napoleon's, but a part of
